[Reporting and notification of transfusion serious adverse events in France].
Surveillance of serious adverse events in transfusion has recently been enforced in all European Union member states, and in France in 2007. This is an important expansion of the field of haemovigilance towards risk management in transfusion from donor selection to recipients follow up. Participation in this notification system is mandatory for all health professionals. They have to report immediately all serious adverse events to the haemovigilance officer of their hospital or transfusion centre. In accordance with a national procedure, the latter has to notify all serious adverse events to regional and national competent authorities using a web-based application. They also have to perform a root case analysis and propose corrective measures. However, as the definition of the seriousness of adverse events is still imprecise, there is a dramatic heterogeneity in the notification level among regions. Therefore, basic criteria of evaluation of surveillance systems, such as sensitivity or representativeness, are not fulfilled. Next step will be the introduction of a more precise definition of seriousness, through a list of events to be notified, in order to achieve a quality level similar to that of transfusion adverse reactions surveillance.